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capable of enduring. In every field substitutes for genuine
solutions have been made to serve. In some of the most ele-
mentary tasks the leaders have clearly not even realized the
flimsy character of their work. The easy victories of National
Socialism, which has never had to face any powerful opposition,
have not only given it a feeling of irresistible strength but pre-
vented its strength from being effectively tested.
The weaknesses of the whole German system, which no one
capable of judgment can deny, render the future entirely
uncertain. The nation itself bears the plainest marks of its
injuries This nation, driven, hunted, hopeless, obeying only
impulses from without, continually shaken out of its composure,
robbed of its self-reliance, in constant anxiety, losing spirit,
losing elasticity, but excited into hysterical outbreaks, has
become a sick nation, mentally unbalanced and neurotic. Such
a nation is not in a condition to face a new war. Its features
betray panic and a dangerous readiness for hatred. National
Socialist propaganda has aroused and excited its destructive
natural forces. The political rdle of the masses may have been
reduced to insignificance, but as a natural force they remain
formidable and untamed. National Socialism has destroyed
the inhibitions that lay between their desires and destructive
outbreaks. The diminishing suggestive influence of propaganda
must lead one day to violent mass action, to slave revolts
directed against all social order.
Above all, National Socialism has not welded State and
nation into a new social order. It is precisely in this omission
that it betrays the absence of doctrine in its revolution, its
nihilistic character. It fulfils neither the principle of the par-
ticipation of all in spirit nor that of national integration. A
remoulding on a vast scale has begun in Germany, and the
result is difficult to foretell. The old is gone beyond possibility
of recall. The conservative elements have delivered themselves
up to destruction, and so have destroyed their right of existence